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It was so horrific! We couldn’t even talk about it during Worship.  It was the Sunday after the earth-
quake and tsunami hit the Pacific Rim that deeply affected the people in and around Japan.  Joys and con-
cerns were shared before our prayer time during Worship.  Not one person mentioned the earthquake or the 
tsunami.  Perhaps we were all in shock and confused.  As pastor I didn’t talk about it before prayer time ei-
ther.  It was too hard to comprehend, too heavy upon all our hearts.  However, when the time came to pray, 
it was the first thing that poured out of my heart through my lips wetting my eyes and your eyes, as we to-
gether prayed for the people of Japan.  Some times things are so hard to talk about; all we can do at first is 
to lay them at the foot of the cross in prayer, so we can sort things out to know how to respond. We have to 
listen to God. 
 

Perhaps that’s what happened with Jesus’ disciples, on that Friday before the Passover when Jesus was 
arrested, condemned, nailed to the cross and died.  Matthew tells us, “all the disciples deserted him and 
fled.”  Luke tells us how Peter disowns Jesus, and how Peter “wept bitterly.” What was there to talk about 
among his disciples? Their leader, whom they worshipped, was dead. It was devastating.  They were in 
shock and confused.  Their world as they knew it was gone.  How could they respond? 
 

Wonder if you knew you only had a few months, or weeks to live what would you do?  Jesus knew 
once he turned toward Jerusalem his days were numbered here on earth. What did he do? He responded by 
teaching, empowering, giving in love and his time, praying for God’s will and strength, and persevering 
while the weight of the world piled upon him.  He became “servant of all.” 
 

We can’t change the whole world, but we can touch pieces of it together offering ourselves through 
Jesus’ example.  This month of April, we continue in the season of Lent recalling the final days of Jesus’ 
life on earth culminating in the celebration of Easter.  Hardship and devastation is around us. It seems as if 
the world as we know it is dying.  Life is changing around us.  Earthquakes, tsunamis, nuclear reactors fail-
ing, wars, riots, stock markets crashing, gas prices sky rocketing, sickness, death are all around us.  We 
could flee or put our heads in the clouds, yet we are called to respond in love as a “servant of all.”  
 

April 3 rd, we are meeting at church at 9:45am, and we are going to caravan out to the Erie County 
Home to share in worship there instead of in our own place of worship.  We are going to meet people there 
in their homes and bring presents celebrating our time together.  We are going to be the church, be 
“servants of all.”  That’s what is needed in this trying world.  We are bringing Jesus to the Erie County 
Home, and I’m sure we are going to find Jesus there as well. Together we will be God’s body to a hurting 
world.  Some times life around us is so hard we can’t just talk about it. We have to take action in lessening 
it one place, one heart, one person at a time. 
 

We all can’t go to Japan to help physically, but we can make a difference. It was a little more than a 
week after the earthquake hit Japan.  I was driving down Millersport Highway, and I saw students from UB 
holding signs, smiling and waving.  They were enthusiastically washing cars and giving the donations to 
Japan.  They knew they couldn’t pick up all the pieces, but they could offer to help carry at least one piece.  
My car got washed that day, and I hope shined for the people of Japan.   

“Jesus sat down and summoned the Twelve. “So you want first place?  Then take the 
last place.  Be the servant of all.”  Mark 9:35 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Jackie 
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Dear Friends, 
 

I am looking forward to a nice Easter Service 
with the Chimes and Jack on the trumpet, and 
The Choir singing on Palm Sunday.  It should 
be uplifting!!! 

Joyfully, Nancy Morris-Music Director 

 

Mom’s Morning Out 

Calling all child care givers: 
 

Do you, or someone you know, need a break 
for a few hours to get things done?   

Spread the word, Asbury can help ………. 

Monday mornings 9:30-noon  
 

They currently have three children registered. 
 

Colleen & Doris welcome children ages 2 to 4.  
Donation of $5.00 gratefully accepted to help defray 
the cost. 

Please pre-register your child/children, by 
contacting the church office at 688-8677. 
 

“Jesus Loves the Little Children” 

Findley Summer Camp 2011 
 

If any one is interested in camping or 
Family Bible Camp, see the Church 
Events Bulletin Board for flyer or go 
to www.campfindley.org. 
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2 Anita Saia 
9 Ray Norris 
11 Jane McQuistion 
19 Shirley Pierson 
22 Jack Saia, Jr. 
22 Puneet Jacob 
24 Nancy Ott 
26 Karen Rizzacasa 
28 Barbara Bauer 

Confirmation Classes-For 
Youth 

 

April meetings following Worship 
are: 

April 3rd –Erie County Home 

April 10th  

Worship Welcoming Team for April and May 
Thank you for the following greeters who are part of the 
welcoming Team. 

 April      May  

 Merrill Arthur   John Havrilla 

 Betsy Arthur    Rose Havrilla 

 Chris Holoman   Nancy Ott 

 Connie Holoman   Barbara Bauer 

April 9th @ 9:00 am 

All Hungry Men  

Welcome! 

 

This months hosts are:  

Merrill Arthur and Don McQuistion 

We will help get things ready for the 
Community Easter Egg Hunt.  All Men 
Needed!! 

Please make the following update (s) or Changes to your 
directory: 
 

Doris Steinmetz 

50 Stahl Rd. #135 

Getzville NY   14068 

688-4822 

The following became members  of 
Asbury UMC on March 13th:  
 

Amy Diati 

Diana Graziano 

Karen Long 

Richard Long 

Jane McQuistion 

Don McQuistion 

Doris Steinmetz 

There will be a VBS planning meeting after 
Worship on April 10th for those  interested 
in helping out in any way BIG or small. 
Thank you. 

Kaye Lynn Gresham 

United Methodist 
Women=UMW: News 

�
�

���� ����� 	
�� ����
��� �
��� ��� 
������
���
�� �� �� � ����� �
�� ��� ����  ��� �!� � ����
������"�#
���$�
��

������������	����

������	�
������������



 

 

THE CIRCUIT  RIDER PAGE 5  

Asbury UMC has $10, $20, $50, & $100  
Tops gift cards available for purchase.  See Merrill 
Arthur  after service,  or contact him @ 688-9425.  
Cash for Causes helps the church to earn FREE 
money from Tops, just by doing your grocery or 
gas purchases.  For every $100 in Gift Cards you 
buy, Asbury UMC earns $5.00 from Tops!! (You 
receive full face value of the card).  
Even though the back of the card show logos for Stop N Shop, 
Martins & Giant, the cards can only be used at Tops stores in 
NY & PA. 

Thank you, for your participation in this ministry. 

Stop in the office during the week if you need to 
purchase a Tops card. 
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Haddock Dinners 

Baked Fish (Reg. or Cajun) 

Shrimp or Chicken Tender Dinners 

Sampler Platters 

Children’s (up to age 10) Dinners 

Home Made Pie per slice 

Dinners include French fries or potato salad, 
applesauce or coleslaw, rolls & beverage. 
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  Orders are due April 3rd.  

 If you wish to place an order simply ask an 
usher to get an envelope form for you (located 
at the back of the sanctuary) fill the form por-
tion out and put payment inside then place en-
velope in the offering plate. You can also call 
the office.  

 

                                        APRIL 3RD  

                           FOOD PANTRY   SUNDAY 

                        

                              

Collections are for the New Beginnings Food 
Pantry located in the Amherst Baptist Church on 
Willow Ridge Drive.  

A thank you to our congregation for your gifts 
of items to the food pantry last Month. Without 
your support, there would have been very little 
on our odds and ends shelf for our clients. We 
still need these items for April. That would 
include: shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 
body washes and gels, paper towels, Kleenex, 
toilet paper, coffee, tea, and creamed soups. 
There is also a dire need for spaghetti sauce. 
Apparently, the food bank has not been sending 
us spaghetti sauce. We have other tomato prod-
ucts but no spaghetti sauces. 

Nancy Moore   688-6255 
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Wanted: A home for a grey 
XL Asbury United Methodist 
Sweatshirt.  The cost only $15.   

See Nancy Ott 
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Preparing for Growth! 
Lenten Devotional Resources and Studies 

 

During Lent help prepare yourself so you can be seeds 
to “Spread God’s Love” fully! 
 

STUDY WITH OTHERS: 

The Last Week: What the Gospels Really teach About 
Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem by Marcus J. Borg & 
John Dominic Crossan continues in Adult Class Room 
at 9:15, Sundays.  All welcome! 
 

24 Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton 
 

I would love to take a tour of the Holy Land some day. 
But right now we are taking a video tour of the last 24 
hours of Jesus’ life with Adam Hamilton, which shows 
us the places where Jesus walked, ate, prayed, was im-
prisoned, was crucified and arose from the dead. We are 
taking this trek on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in Adult 
Class Room, Thursdays at Peppertree Heights at 1:30 
p.m. Community Room; 285 Peppertree Dr., Am-
herst,  and at Asbury Pointe on the second and 
fourth Fridays at 1:30 p.m. 50 Stahl Rd, Getzville. 

We have already traveled to the scene of The Last Sup-
per and to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Future visits include the walk to the Sanhedrin council 
and the prison, the visits with Pilate and Barabbas, the 
long walk to Golgotha,  the vigil at Golgotha, a visit to a 
tomb and the victory of life over death. We will con-
clude our tour with "What if Judas Had Lived?” 

This trip doesn't cost a penny.....just your time. You can 
come for one part of the trip or for all of it.  All aboard 
for a most interesting Bible Study for Lent! All are wel-
come to go on this journey. 

 Nancy Moore, Bible Study Leader 

Niagara Frontier District Board 
of Laity 

Presents the Seventh Annual 
Laity Banquet   

Honoring the significant ministries of the laity in our 
local churches, our communities and our District.  The 
banquet will include a time of fellowship, music, great 
food, and worship.  This year we will also be celebrating 
the many years of service and ministry that we have 
shared with Rev. Natalie Hanson in both the former Ba-
tavia and current Niagara Frontier Districts. 

Sunday, May 15, 2011 
4:15 p.m. registration and fellowship 

5:00 p.m. dinner is served 
 

Samuel’s Grande Manor 
8750 Main Street (Route 5) 

Williamsville, NY 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � �

Pre-paid, advanced registrations are required for the 
banquet.  Please speak to Charles Syms to accept 
reservations as soon as possible.  

Paid Reservations to be sent to: 

N I A G A R A  F R O N T I E R  D I S T R I C T   

O F F I C E    B Y :  A P R I L  3 0 ,  2 0 1 1  

Checks are to be made out to:  

“Upper New York Conference” 

Menu 

Italian Wedding Soup & Dinner 
Rolls 

Samuel’s House Salad & Dressing  

Buttered Salt Potatoes 

Stuffed Pork Chops 

Coffee, Tea, Water 

Dessert-Flaming Cherries Jubilee 

Vegetarian Option 

Gourmet Pasta w/Olive Oil 

Garlic, & Steamed Vegetables 

Laity Banquet and  a Special Celebration 

This years Laity will also be a special time of Cele-
brating our District Superintendant Rev. Natalie 
Hanson as she leaves her position as our DS and re-
turns to a local church as pastor.  Rev. Natalie has 
been so good to Asbury. Lets have a good showing 
from Asbury, celebrating her ministry among us! 

NOTE: Voting for honoree, will take place 
following Worship on April 10th.  Voting 
slips will be at the back of the Sanctuary. 
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Outreach Committee News for April 2011 
· Our Game Night on March 5 was a HUGE success.  Everyone had a super time - lots of laughs and time 

with old friends and new ones!  We had so many positive comments; everyone said they would like to do 
another one.  We aim to please, so we have scheduled the next game night for October 22 from 5 - 
9.  We know during the summer months everyone is busy and on vacation so it will be great to spend some 
quality time with everyone in October.  The church will provide pizza and beverages again. We will have 
more on this as it gets closer. 

·  We are all ready for "Be the Church" Sunday!!  Sunday April 3, we will meet at Asbusy UMC at 9:45 
a.m. and leave promptly at 10:00 a.m. to go the Erie County Home.  We will be sharing in worship  with 
the residents.  This will be a short service, and a time of sharing with the residents will follow.  Each resi-
dent will be getting a lovely box - thanks to the hard work of the UMW, with a $2.00 present for them to 
use as they wish - ECH has a snack bar where the residents can buy a cup of coffee and a snack and also a 
gift shop.  Each resident will also be getting a stuffed animal.  Our congregation will be passing these out 
to the residents and if anyone has extra time, we may be asked to make a few visits to individual 
rooms.  Staff at the ECH are really excited about our visit and said it sounds perfect!!  This is such a won-
derful way to Spread God's Love and truly Be the Church.  I am thrilled we can make a difference in oth-
ers' lives. 

  

 

 

 

· April is a busy month for our church family besides Holy Week Events!  Saturday April 23 is our first 
Easter Egg Hunt in our new church.  We have a great day planned with pony rides, a petting zoo, face 
painting, craft project and refreshments.  Registration will begin at 9:15 a.m. and the Egg Hunt will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. sharp.  Many hands make light work - Please call me at 688-9425 and let me know how you 
can help!!  We also still need donations of plastic eggs and wrapped candy for stuffing the eggs. Pray for a 
beautiful day so we can all be outside.  The UMM and the UMW have graciously agreed to help with costs 
of this program and be some of our hands before and during the event. 

  

· We have a GREAT new idea for a fundraiser and way to reach out and get to know the community.  On 
Saturday, September 24 we are having Asbury UMC 1st Annual Garage Sale/ Craft Fair.  We will be of-
fering tables to community residents - there will be no fee; we will suggest a tithe to the church based on 
profits.  The church will also have their own tables which we are hoping provides extra revenue.  We 
would like to have a hot dog/beverage combo for sale and weathering permitting have tables outside so 
people can shop and have lunch.  We are also planning a bake sale.  Phew!! This will be a BIG event.  I am 
forming a Garage Sale Committee - all are invited.  We welcome all ideas as this is our first time and we 
are looking for suggestions to make this a big success.  We will meet every Thursday from 6:30 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m. starting May 5, to organize and price items. So start cleaning out those closets and garages - 
the church will start to accept donations in May. 

 Thank you all for being so supportive and psyched for all our projects!! 

 God Bless and let's keep Spreading God's Love. 

 Betsy Arthur 
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Spring Office days/hours are: 

Tues. & Thurs.   

12:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday & Friday closed 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

PO Box 743 
850 Dodge Road 
Getzville, NY 14068 

April 17th Palm/Passion Sunday  10:30 am Worship 

April 21st Holy Thursday Service 7:00 pm 

April 22nd Good Friday Service 7:00 pm  

April 23rd  Community Easter Egg Hunt 9:15 am 

April 24th Celebrating Easter! 10:30 am Worship 


